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CONCEPT

History writing is an intricate process which involves establishing authenticity of evidence by cross-examination, corroborative scrutiny and scientific

. methodology; unraveling of the prejudices ingrained in the generation of sources; and reconstructing history devoid of ideological inclinations or

conscious/ sub-conscious designs. The historian's aimis to bring out the past as it really happened, neither more, nor less.
The past is dichotomous — real past and historical past. The real past supposedly comprises all that has happened and the historical past is the recorded

| pastorthe pastthathas been handed down to posterity. Therefore, asit happens, the history is the recreated past on the basis of available sources and, ipso
. facto, it only includes that part of the past which was considered worthy of being preserved. The history reconstructed by historians is supposed to

correspond with thereal past. Thisis agreat challenge for the historians.

There always is a possibility of historical facts/truths getting compromised or obscured at various levels and accordingly history runs the danger of being
distorted. The factors or causes of historical inaccuracy are multiple — paucity or partial availability of evidence; bias or prejudiceinherentin the historical
sources; arbitrary selection of facts and their tendentious interpretation; opportunistic and convenient history-writing to win favours from the powers
that be; divisive and hyperbolic history-writing on the lines of caste, creed, community, region, etc.

Pure, unaduiterated knowledge of the past is supposedly the principal objective of the pursuit of a historian which somehow appears to be a distant
dream, virtually an unattainable ideal. Thisalsoisa fact that during the periods of turbulence, changing politico-social equations, and ideological conflicts

| (debates) - the historical accounts were not written and documentation of the historical data was not done with the same rigour and integrity as it should

have been. Therefore, the evidence for writing history now is not available in its pure form. Moreover, at the second stage i.e. the interpretation of the
evidence, history may further suffer on two counts: First, when history becomes an instrument to achieve ideological objectives. In this case historical facts
are selected and interpreted with some pre-conceived designs as has been done by the imperialist historians. Second, when historian's mental makeup,
withoutanyintentor purpose, creepsinto hisinterpretations.

Until the late colonial period, it was widely believed amongWestern historians that Indians lacked the sense of history and therefore they were the people
without history. This colonial pronouncement was contested by the growing rank of Indian intellectuals who vigorously opposed and rejected this notion.
Usingan array of sources ranging from the vast corpus of Vedic texts, to the great epics Ramayana and Mahabharata, the Buddhist and Jain canonical texts,
hagiographies, biographies, inscriptions, chronicles and theatrical compositions- these scholars presented a strong counter by establishing that India not

| onlyhadahistorybutalso hadatradition of historiography and a sense of history which was different from the modern Western sense ofhistory.

In the post-independence era, several historians coming from different ideological backgrounds began to revisit nearly all assumptions and categories
embedded in the historical construct handed down to them. Inthe processthey also brought in newer themes and methods and approaches of looking at

» history. The history of women and gender, study of ecology and environment, history of the notions of time and space, alternative views of history

ingrained inregional language and literature, study of the formation ofidentities and diversities — these are the examples of ways in which Indian history
is being looked at and written. Even in terms of sources for re-construction of history, the privileging of written sources was contested. The historians
nowadays adopt the disciplined, rigorous, and corroborative use of a variety of sources and multidisciplinary methods such as archaeology, ethnography,
anthropology, linguistics, art history and oral traditions.

Indian historiography has significantly expanded its disciplinary reach, its theoretical directions and approaches, and its scholarship. However, we have
not beenable to shake off completely the burden of the colonial historiography. Similarly, the assumptions of recenthistoriography should not be allowed
to go uncontested. We must not forget that colonial historiography does continue in its various incarnations even today and several of the assumptions
embedded in the so called progressive historiography also need to be revisited in the light of new sources and methods as well as new social concerns
emerging out of new milieu that has come to stay. Possibly it is through constant process of revisiting and reworking the construct of the past and

! reorienting the major concerns of the historiographic discourse that we may be able to arrive at insights that may be exciting, challenging, sometimes
1 disturbing and unsettling, yet may help in constructing an objective account of the Indian past. We must not forget that the key to any progress in

historiography consists in the constant interaction, not only between historian and the sources but also among historians themselves.

Itis against this background that we wish to organise this conference. The major focus of the conference would be to understand and analyse how our
understanding of the past s still influenced by the earlier trends of historiography and to detect whether accounts of the past were driven by narrative, by
preconditions, or by theories and what was the practice and uses of historiography. The exercise wouldalso involve the evaluation of the refative weight of
different kinds of evidence or sources from the past in the construct of different brands of historiography. Embedded in this is also the desire to continually
ask how history works as a means to understand past and present human realities as well as what is the role of the future in the historical questions which
we askand explore today.
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39-fawer SUB-THEMES

T O o YR e <ht fafesiRarT 3a- ol # aefieha 51 The major theme of the conference is broadly categorised into following sub-

STl 8- themes:
L e aftraT & Wt 3 it Sw = e 1 Revisiting historiography in the context of Indian history:
(o) wraTseaTEl/ Stfatiee shie S| ] ’ e ¥

(=) Irar sfaera 3|
(1) wrerdarel sfaer 3w

Imperialist /Colonial historiography
Nationalist historiography

(7) wHree shem S| Marxist historiography
(3) s sfaer e Feminist historiography
(=) =ifed = Sl @ sfasra 3o Subaltern historiography

(2) TR-smyferes skt Sa=1

2. o o fafdvee iRt s, Tre=ieer ug &sfer
() sfoer-gror _uwT; TR sfaera s
(=) sfagra &1 o /g |

AaMmMmMmo N ® >

Historiography of Marginals
Post-modern historiography

Multlple Perceptions of the Past: Indian, Western and the Regional

g A.  ltihasa-Purana tradition; Indian perception of history.
g)) - 4 IE ' B.  Western notions of history.
A ; ’ - C Reglonalver'sus Natlonal historiography.
D.  Cultural Nationalism.

(=) meifaeiam fiomer; Ade TRIaT® Sist; Tor
Frfecar v Sfiere e ; ST 9 Hien aad|

3.

Regional Historiography: History and Culture of Rajasthan

(1) St T¥a=T TE SfAET - FERIOT AT 0 gaTaTe 86 A.  Prehistoric rock art; Recent archaeological discoveries; Charan literature
gw % e w1 gAsiE; foxity B Tt okt and history-writing; Folk deities of Rajasthan.
(gt @1 gferEr| B.  FolkTradition and History : Revisiting the history of Maharana Pratap and

4. onha ud gfrgrader: dad ud faert
(w5) mmeier 7ree: Stes 2605t ; Frder quTd ; et =&l oY
ST At w7 3 o= dfkes e vd fay-
Il FeH B ghied SerA; I d

4,

the Battle of Haldighati; History of queen Padmini (Padmavati) of
Chittor.

Contesting Past and Historiographic discourse

HERNG # shierg 3| A. AncientIndia: Rock Art; New Archaeology; Researches on Saraswati river;
(@) FeaBIAA ANE: AW WifEed Ud Ao Home of the Aryans; Historiography of the Vedic age and the Indus-

AR sfag™ = i stieios td bt Teas Saraswati Civilisation; History writingin Ramayana and Mahabharata.

(Srem )| B.  Medieval India: Vernacular literature and history-writing; Bhakti
(31) emyfees e 1857 21 BifT; AirERes TA=ToTT; Movementand SufiTradition (Local saints).

T Hferest o ERiETe S - e are | (. Modern India: Revolution of 1857; Cultural Renaissance; Historiography
(@) swwafas shee: g w@EdaE da of Freedom Movement — variousstrands.

(STeTEE,) - RO W SERE CTES o onemnoary India: Rashtrya Swayam Sevak Sangh (RS.S) - ideo

AT 8 TR ~ YR ST S S ) porary India: Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh (R.S.S.) - ideology

! A :
HRAT SiiE Hebosa AST=1 - prela< Td sfdgrd

and contribution. Founder of the concept of 'Integral Humanism' -

| Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya. Akhil Bharatiya Itihasa Sankatan Yojana -
5. i oo i defouss sfuar Sere B St ud A action profile and rewriting of history.
Eacartic o 5. Future of the Past: search for alternative historiography and agenda
() sfiere S &l Ty va ALeBRI &1 T forthe future
(1) Ao . sftere &t worm o fost 3fifeeres ae, A.  Redefiningthe methods and concerns of Historiography.

AR, dEa), SR, FaRfaaTH, SIRABAT TfE BT
TSt |
(1) =fErEesR ud AT S B geie|
U (@) enfrde ehier S e gRiE @ SN e

B.

Alternative sources: Use of oral tradition, memory, genealogy,
ethnography, autobiography, diary etc. in historical reconstruction.
Historian and the reconstitution of social memory.
Historiography without boundaries: Trends towards New History.

e : sﬂmwﬁw#ﬁwv%ﬁam < AT Tg-T
2 #| mﬁ:’rﬁﬁ seh Aot =18t 2, weisst &6 fawmr & Note: Though the Conference seeks to provide forum for addressing issues centered on the sub-
Fafa el 9T IqfaIe Uw HY ST A A a7 themes listed above; they, however, are not exhaustive. Papers not directly related to the
Afer s e 2 sub-themesbut having bearing on them may also be entertained.
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SUBMISSION DETAILS

You may submit your paper in full or an abstract of your paper (in English font: Times New Roman, font size: 12 or in Hindi Font : Devlys 10, Font size: 14) by
January 10, 2018. The paper/ abstract should have a title for the presentation along with the name, mobile number, email id, postal address and institutional
affiliation of the presenter and should be sent by post or mailed as an email attachment in MS Word to Prof. Krishna Gopal Sharma, Head, Department of History
&lIndian Culture, University of Rajasthan, JAIPUR—302004.

Email: uorhistoryconf@gmail.com; hodhistoryuor@gmail.com; kgsharma19@gmail.com

The abstracts of your papers accepted for presentation in the conference will be published in the Book of Abstracts or Souvenir titled "Revisiting Indian History
Writing : Jaipur Conference Notes 2018" which will be released in the inaugural function of the conference. Prior registration for the Conference is mandatory
forthe presenters whose abstracts will be published in the souvenir.

REGISTRATION (December 10, 2017 to January 15, 2018) | (January 16, 2018 to January 19, 2018)
The registration for the Conference will Qutstation Participants el Outstation Participants Rs. 2000/=
commence from December 10, 2017. (requiring accommodation) : = 1
Registration Fees shall be applicable as follows: Local Participants Rs. 1500/=
Outstation Participants Rs. 1000/=
(not requiring accommodation) 5 n
Local Participants Rs. 1000/=

For registration, you may fill up the enclosed Registration Form and send it along with your Registration Fee. You may send your Fee in Cash or by Cheque or
Demand Draft drawn in favour of “Head, Department of History & Indian Culture, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur.” Fee can also be transferred online to the
following bank account: Saving Bank A/cNo. : 20270110045060. Account Name: Head, Department of History & Indian Culture, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur.
BankName : UCOBank. Branch:: University Campus, JLN Marg, Jaipur. IFSCCode: UCBA0002027. MICR: 302028019

Registration Form & Fee can be deposited personally or by messenger or can be mailed at the following address: Prof. Krishna Gopal Sharma, Head, Department
of History & Indian Culture, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur-302004, Email: uerhistoryconf@gmail.com ; hodhistoryuor@gmail.com; kgsharma19@gmail.com

The last date of Registration for the Conferenceis January 15, 2018. Registration for the Conference after this date will be permitted only with the permission of
the conferenceauthorities. Registration after January 15, 2018 will be done with a fee of Rs. 2000 (for outside participants) and Rs. 1500 (for local participants).
Weshall not be able to arrange accommodation for the outside participants who will register for the conference after January 15, 2018.

VENUE & INAUGURAL SESSION

The venue of the Conference will be the Humanities Hall, School of Humanities, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur. Parallel sessions will be organised in the
Seminar Hall and Classrooms of the University Department of History & Indian Culture located within the School of Humanities. The Inaugural Session of the
Conference will be held on Friday, January 19, 2018 in the Humanities Hall at 10 A.M. Detailed programme of the Conference, showing break-up of sessions
and schedule of papers, will be mailed to participants well in advance. The Valedictory Session of the Conference will be held on Saturday, January 20, 2018 at
3.30PM.inthe Humanities Hall.

IMPORTANT DATES Registration begins December 10,2017  Submission of Abstracts ~ January 10, 2018

Last Date of Registration ~ January 15,2018 Dates of Conference January 19 -20, 2018

All correspondence concerning the
Conference should be addressed to :

Prof. Krishna Gopal Sharma (Conference Convener)
Head, Department of History & Indian Culture, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur-302004 (India)
Mob. : +91 9460124663, +91 9079216107

Email : uorhlstoryconf@gmall com; hodhlstoryuor@gmall com; kgsharma19@gma|l com
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Department of History & Indian Culture
" University of Rajasthan, Jaipur

The Department of History is one of the oldest Departments in the University of Rajasthan, Jaipur. It was founded in 1950 under the
headship of eminent historian Prof. Mathura Lal Sharma. The Department acquired its present form as the Department of History and
Indian Culturein 1962. Prof. G.C. Pande, renowned scholar, philosopher and historian, joined the Department in 1962 as Tagore Professor
of History and Indian Culture. Under his learned and charismatic leadership, the Department gradually acquired a distinctive character
with greatemphasis on the Study of Ideas and Movements in History.

The Department has had the honour of having eminent scholars like Prof. Mathura Lal Sharma, Prof. G.C. Pande, Prof. Satish Chandra,
Prof. G.N. Sharma, Prof. Devendra Kaushik, Prof. M.S. Jain, Prof. R. Nath, Prof. S.N. Dube, Prof. V.S. Bhatnagar, Dr. G.S.P. Misra, Dr. Pratibha
Jain, Shri R.S. Mishra, Dr. U.C. Chaturvedi, Prof. Rashmi Patni, Prof. B. L. Gupta, Prof. S.S. Ratnawat and others as teaching faculty who
have madesignificant contribution to historical research in their respective specialisations.

The Department is unique in its coverage of socio-political history, arts, architecture, archaeology, religious ideas, historical tourism, and
material cultures of India from ancient times to the contemporary era. It also covers a vast array of world history offering many
specialised courses on various regions and different epochs. The Department also engages with many emerging concerns, feminism,
diaspora, ecology etc., in historical and cultural perspective. The faculty and researchers from the Department also explore cross-
disciplinaryand interdisciplinary themes through literature, archaeology, ethnography, folklore etc.

The Department has been publishingan annual journal Jijnasa : A Journal of the History of Ideas and Culture since 1974. The Department
has also brought out many research monographs. The latest publication by the Department was titled Origin and Rise of Imperial
Pratiharas of Rajasthan: Transitions, Trajectories and Historical Change (2017) authored by Dr. Shanta Rani Sharma.

The Department offers graduate, M.A, M.Phil and Ph.D courses in History. The Department also runs a PG. Diploma in Indian Culture. The
M.A. programme in History, offered by the Department as a two year course (in four semesters) hasanintake of 120 students. This course
ishighly popularasit offers a great variety of papers with updated syllabiand multiple options.

The Department has faculty strength of 21 members.

PROFESSOR & HEAD Dr. Krishna Gopal Sharma

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS Dr. Pramila Sanghvi
Dr. Pramila Poonia
Dr. Sangeeta Sharma

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS Dr. Abhimanyu Singh Arha  Dr. Anil Aaniket
Dr. Archana Tiwari Mr. Harsh Singh Gahlot
Ms. Jigyasa Meena Dr. Karmveer Singh
Mr. Mahesh Kumar Dayma  Dr. Mamta Yadav
Dr. Neekee Chaturvedi Dr. Nirmala Kumari Meena
W Mr. Radha Krishna Baror Dr. Rashmi Gurjar

Dr. Ritu Punia Mr. Shankar Lal Meena
Mr. Tamegh Panwar Ms. Vandana Agrawal
Mr. Yash Jain
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REGISTRATION

National Conference
Present Scenario and Prospects

January 19 & 20, 2018 s
ORGANISED BY
Department of History and Indian Culture Bharatiya Itihasa Sankalan Samiti
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur and Jaipur Division
Registration No. : Date:
Name
Designation
Office Address
Residential Address
Mobile No. E-mail
Tittle of the Paper
Date & Time of Arrival
Accommodation Required : Yes/No
Registration Fee (Applicable): Outstation Participants (requiring accommodation) | Rs. 1500 /-
Outstation Participants (not requiring accommodation) | Rs. 1000 /-
Local Participants Rs. 1000 /-

The last date of registration for the Conference is January 15, 2018. Therefore, registration will be allowed only with the permission of the Conference authorities. The fee
of registrationw.e.f. January 16, 2018till January 19, 2018 will be Rs. 2000 (for outstation participants) and Rs. 1500 (for local participants)

Mode of Deposit: Cash/E-Transfer/Demand Draft/Cheque No./ Date
Name of Issuing Bank &Branch
Date:

Place:
Please mail your registration form to: Prof. Krishna Gopal Sharma, Head, Department of History & Indian Culture, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur-302004 (Rajasthan).
Mobile +919460124663 Email : uorhistoryconf@gmail.com



